WHAT KIND OF CLOWN ARE YOU
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I run into a lot of new clowns that don’t know the different types of clowns, what their characters are supposed to be and why.  Maybe it’s because the world is trying to become so PC that we don’t want to stereotype anyone.  Or maybe it’s just not being taught that much.  Either way I thought a quick lesson on our differences was in order, but I will also try to give them politically correct names just for fun.

First let’s list the four main types of clowns.  You have white face, auguste, tramp and character.  These each have sub-categories and their names are based on the type or makeup and costume style that they wear. The different types have personality traits associated with them based on how they would react to other clowns in a circus or skit situation.

When most people think of clowns the picture that comes to mind is the Grotesque Whiteface Clown (Differently featured, appearance challenged, comedic person.) called this because of their colorful hair, large nose, exaggerated makeup features, bright costume and big shoes. His character is that of the instigator but occasionally falls pray to his own schemes.

The other whiteface clown is called the Neat Whiteface (Pigmently challenged comedic person.) their makeup has little or no added color on top of the white base.   Their features are instead drawn in with black or sometimes red but are kept small and more “normal”. They will wear a skullcap with a small hat attached or wig but not colorful.  Their character is that of the straightman, performing a skill that others try to do unsuccessfully. They don’t like to be the butt of the joke.

Pierrot Clowns (Verbally challenged, physically expressive comedic person.) have a similar makeup style to neat whiteface but their costumes are traditionally black and white.  They generally do not speak instead expressing themselves through pantomime movement and facial expressions.  They are generally referred to as Mimes.

Auguste Clowns (Minimally exceptional, appearance challenged comedic person.)  their makeup uses a color other than white for the base instead using the white around the eyes and mouth.  Their job is to play the fool.  Be the butt of the joke.  Basically foul everything up. In a word, they are not so bright.  (But we love them anyway, don’t we.) 

Tramp Clowns (Financially disadvantaged, residentially challenged comedic person.)  their makeup is usually a dark beard and eyebrows with white around the mouth and eyes.  Their costume falls into one of three categories: The Hobo who is trying to stay as nice looking as possible in his current situation.  The Tramp whose clothes are tattered and torn. And finally the Bum, whose clothes are just a mess, stained smelly basically a drunk. Some consider doing the Bum as taking the character too far. It looks very unprofessional.

Finally we have your Character Clowns (Politicians.)  Character clowns include Jesters, Fools, and themed characters like cowboys, pirates and the like.  They can be with or without makeup and can come in all different varieties incorporating special skills like stilt-walking, jugglers or any other type of fun character.

I hope this cleared a few things up, see you soon.        

